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A network of friends, inspired by 
Gospel values, growing in holiness 
and building a more just world  
through personal relationships with 
and service to people in need.

Our Mission

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul  •  www.svdpli.org
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Thank you for making 2019 a remarkable year for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Long 
Island. Whether you are a Vincentian, sponsor or donor, your contribution of time, talent and 
treasure helped over 145,000 Long Islanders in their time of need. Because of our generous 
donors and event sponsors, we delivered over $4 million in direct financial and material 
goods and services.

Each and every day our volunteers and staff come together ready to follow the example set 
by our Founder Blessed Frederic Ozanam in 1833, to meet the needs of others, especially 
the poor, the marginalized and the disadvantaged.  Our 1,236 Vincentians spent 114,625 
hours in service of others. Critical training was provided for our Vincentians to help them 
with the challenges they face in their ministry. In looking to prepare the next generation of 
volunteers, we held our Poverty Simulation Program for the Conference of students at St. 
John’s University. 

For the ongoing support of our mission, we held numerous clothing drives with schools, Girls 
Scout troops and businesses.  The clothing from these drives, as well as our donation bins 
and furniture donations, are a significant component to enable our thrift stores to assist our 
neighbors with free or affordable items. 

2020 is the 175th Anniversary of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in the United States of 
America. There have been many advances in our great country since then. Unfortunately, 
finding a solution to break the cycle of poverty or financial hardship will continue to challenge 
us as a society for some time to come.

We will remain steadfast and true to the teachings of St. Vincent de Paul and the vocation of 
Blessed Frederic Ozanam and Blessed Rosalie Rendu in our mission to help our neighbors.

Yours in Spirit of St. Vincent de Paul,

A Note From Our
Board President &
CEO & Executive Director

Thomas J. Abbate

CEO & Executive Director

Robert Meekins

Diocesan Council President

Robert Meekins
Board President

Thomas J. Abbate
CEO & Executive Director
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Financial assistance to 48,469 people

Furniture and clothing provided at no charge to 5,279 people

In-kind services such as legal and financial advice was provided to 335 people

Dismas House, our transitional home for men returning from prison, served 44 men

So many families on Long Island are in a tenuous financial situation. Living paycheck to paycheck, as many of our 
neighbors do, it is so easy to find yourself in a financial free fall. Whether caused by job loss, illness, or other economic 
impacting situations beyond their control, the result can be disastrous. A family can quickly find themselves without enough 
food to eat, without heat in their home or even without a roof over their heads. 

Last year, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul helped 145,559 Long Islanders by providing:

Our Neighbors
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Visited 14,759 neighbors in their home 

Visited 361 neighbors in the hospital

Visited 926 senior citizens

Traveled 86,539 miles

Cooked over 300 meals for residents at Dismas House

Vincentians
We have 1,236 Vincentians in 63 Parishes across Long Island. Our Conferences are in communities of varying 
demographics; economic hardship knows no borders. Vincentians visit our neighbors to assess their situation and 
help them find a path out of poverty to self-reliance. This help can take many forms.

The next generation of Vincentians can be found in our Young Vincentian and Catholic School Parish based groups 
and in the Conference at St. John’s University. These young volunteers are always ready, willing and able to help out. 
Our future is bright!
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Dismas House

Dismas House, a special ministry of The Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul, extends our mission to help the 
population that we refer to as “returning citizens.” 
These men have served time in prison and are 
ready to reestablish themselves to reconnect with 
family, to become gainfully employed and become 
productive members of our communities. They are 
given assistance by the house staff and are expected 
to contribute to the running of the house. A group 
of volunteers, affectionately known as the “Tuesday 
Night Chefs”, gather at the house nearly every Tuesday 

to cook dinner and eat with the men. This is a not 
only an evening with a nourishing meal, but it’s good 
for the spirit and soul as well. 

In August, we held our second annual barbecue. We 
honored former Program Director Zack Singleton for 
his years of service. The evening provided an opportu-
nity for our donors and community representatives to 
visit the house, meet our residents and staff and learn 
more about our program.
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Stores & Donation Bins

At our stores in both Garden City Park and Huntington, 
our staff are more than sales people, cashiers and truck 
drivers. They are there to carry out our mission. In 
the stores, they represent the Society by serving the 
neighbors that come in for help with clothing and 
furniture just like they would any other customer, with 
kindness and respect. Our drivers that deliver and pick 

up furniture and donation bin collections take our 
mission “on the road”. They are an extension of the 
works of charity of the Society. 

Our Vincentian volunteers depend on the resources of 
the stores to assist individuals and families they are 
helping.

136511 SVDP 2019 Annual Report_V08_MAR 2020.indd   11136511 SVDP 2019 Annual Report_V08_MAR 2020.indd   11 6/11/20   12:22 PM6/11/20   12:22 PM



10 | The Society of St. Vincent de Paul • www.svdpli.org

136511 SVDP 2019 Annual Report_V08_MAR 2020.indd   12136511 SVDP 2019 Annual Report_V08_MAR 2020.indd   12 6/11/20   12:22 PM6/11/20   12:22 PM



Donors

With so many non-profits amidst the Long Island 
landscape, it is humbling to receive financial support 
from such a wide range of donors. Some donors give 
a modest amount several times a year and have been 
doing so for decades. Other more recent donors have 
joined ACT (Affecting Change Together) and give a 
regular monthly gift. Donors can increase their gift 

to the Society by accessing matching gift programs 
offered by their employer. Planned giving provides a 
donor with an oportunity to carry on their charitable 
intention beyond their lifetime. Several major donors 
support us through grants or Community Foundations 
or by supporting our Annual Golf Outing and Friends 
of the Poor 5K Walk/Run. 
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Events

The face of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul comes to 
life at our Annual Golf Outing and Friends of the Poor 
5k Walk/Run. At the Walk, volunteers, donors and 
neighbors join together to raise funds and awareness 
of the issue of poverty on Long Island.

Each year close to 1,000 supporters gather with the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul to walk or run on behalf 
of our mission. The event is held in late September 
around the country in conjunction with the feast 
day of St. Vincent de Paul. The Long Island Walk 
is the largest in the country. In 2019, we welcomed 
the Honorable John Barres, Bishop of the Rockville 

Centre Diocese, along with several community 
partners including Catholic Charities, Catholic 
Health Services, Family and Children’s Association, 
Coalition for the Homeless, St. John’s University 
and St. John the Baptist High School. 

The Annual Golf Outing combines a fun day of 
golf and dinner with an opportunity to recognize 
the significant contributions of our volunteers and 
donors. In 2019, we were proud to honor long 
time Vincentians Jack and Mary McCaffrey along 
with HUB Truck, a business partner and supporter  
for decades.
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Change in Net Assets: 
$312,589 

Net Assets 
at the beginning of year:  
$4,650,228

Net Assets  
at the end of year:  
$4,962,817 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is committed to practicing good 
stewardship of all funds entrusted to its mission of helping the poor 
of Long Island. All contributions are monitored to ensure compliance 
with donor intent. As a Catholic lay organization, the Society 
operates out of the Diocese of Rockville Centre; however, we are an 
independent 501(c)(3) organization and do not receive funding from 
the Diocese. Individual Conferences are provided contributions from  
their parishes.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul of Long Island  
2019 Annual Report Summary
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$4,033,802 - Stores

 $453,129 - Training & Dev. 

 $237,061 - Dismas House 

 $14,962 - Anthony House

 $596,796 - Family Assistance
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 $1,070,372 - Management &
General

$241,242 - Fund Raising

INCOME

$6,139,219 - Stores

 $251,440 - Donations

 $129,679 - Grants

 $246,382 - Bequests
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$72,369 - Training & Dev.

$64,843 - Special Events

$56,021 - Net Investment Income
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Conferences:  
63 

Vincentian Volunteers:  
1,236 

Paid Staff:  
72

The 2019 statistical report shows the outcomes of the Society’s efforts across Nassau and Suffolk Counties. The financial and material support of 
SVDPLI and its Conferences help families avoid hunger, homelessness, and additional hardship.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul of Long Island
Statistical Summary: Year Ending September 30, 2019

SPECIAL WORKS  PEOPLE SERVED  OPERATIONAL COST

Transitional House for Men
 Dismas House  44 $252,023
 Home Residence and Counseling
 Returning Citizens

Vincentian Programs  658 $242,597
 Family Assistance, Uplift, Welcome Home,  
 Dental Assistance, Community Grants  

Vincentian Training and Development 1,236 $307,629
Stores
 Furniture / Clothing / Household  50,253 $4,033,802 
 Neighbor’s Clothing / Furniture (no cost)  5,279 $499,699

Information and Referral Calls  5,180

TOTAL SPECIAL WORKS  62,650 $5,335,750

Management and Support Cost  $1,311,614

CENTRAL COUNCIL TOTALS  62,650 $6,647,364

Conferences
 Neighbor Assisted Financial Aid 42,811 $1,678,747
 In-Kind Assistance (estimated value)  40,098 $1,753,342
 Vincentian Volunteer Hours/Miles (value)  $3,315,186

CONFERENCE TOTALS  82,909 $6,747,275

TOTALS  145,559 $13,394,639

Central Council
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Donors 10/1/2018 - 9/30/2019
$50,000 and Over
Estate of Margaret M. Duggan
Estate of Ms. Mary T. Kinsley
The SAR Family Fund of the  
 Long Island Community 
  Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Newsday Charities
The H. W. Wilson Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Estate of Eleanor Murphy
Catholic Health Services  
 Caregivers Fund
Raskob Foundation for Catholic  
 Activities, Inc.
BNB Bank
The George Link, Jr.  
 Charitable Trust
United Way of Long Island

$5,000 - $9,999
Haug Partners LLP
Mutual of America
DeMarco & Nesi LLC
Our Lady of Victory  
 Conference
Mrs. Theresa Attard
Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
 National Council
Steel Equities
John Albuerne Family  
 Foundation, Inc.
New York Community  
 Bank Foundation
Educational Bus Transportation 

$2,500 - $4,999
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Zurell

Mr. Marc Hiatrides
Bill Hickey, Sandler O’Neill  
 Partners
Bethpage Federal Credit Union
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E.  
 DeMarco
Mr. William L. Burke
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Howard
Ms. Jane M. Mulvey
The Howard and Barbara  
 Farkas Foundation
Mr. Larry Martone
Neocatechumenal Way
UBS Financial Services Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Meekins

$1,000 - $2,499
St. Ignatius Loyola Conference
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Jansen
Bank of America
Mr. Al Messina
Mr. William L. Burke
Mr. Guszavo Buitrago
Honda of Valley Stream
Mr. Kevin Nathan
Mr. Charles Paulos
Mr. Robert Renna
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Mr. Roger E. Podesta
Our Lady of Lourdes Conference
Jeffrey Hiller & M. Hiller  
 & Son, Inc.
Ms. Jennifer Tuschong
Al & Peggy DeMatteis  
 Family Foundation
Mr. Roger Halvorsen
HUB Truck Rental Corp.
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Bell
Ms. Ann Marie Fitzpatrick
Ms. Linda Himberger

Ms. Regina Quinlan Doherty
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Korchak
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Koehler
Mr. John P. Clarke
Mr. Louis G. Sollecito
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Carter
Mr. and Mrs. John Corrigan
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Lokay Jr.
Mr. Michael Minutaglio
Mr. James Miley Jr.
Mr. James Logsdon
Mr. and Mrs. John Sweeney
Mrs. Helen Campa
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Bello
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Todd
Rev. Lawrence B. Rafferty
Mr. Thomas Tagliaferri
Mr. & Mrs. Jack McCaffrey
St. James Conference
Dr. and Mrs. John Franco 
Mr. Bill Jennings
Frank J. Antun Foundation
Mr. Ronald Finkelstein
Ms. Joan F. Gredys
Holy Spirit Conference
Holy Name of Mary Church
Mr. Paul Rerecich and  
 Mrs. Maria T. Rerecich
Robert Debatto
Mr. Jack Lilly OFS
Mr. Wilfred Furlong

$500 - $999
Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
 in the Archdiocese of Boston
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Polucci  
Mr. P. J. Bjorneby
Mr. Joseph A. Whalen Jr.
Mr. Roger Cozzi
Mr. David Lynch

Mr. Martin G. Tall
Mr. and Mrs. John Mohlin
Mr. Billy Fowler
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph  
 E. Croasdale
St. Bernard’s Conference
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Lonergan
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bukowski
Our Lady of Victory  
 Conference
Mr. Doug Trentacoste
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Hogan
Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Russell
Mr. John Gatto
Mr. Raymond Hulbert
Mrs. James T. Dilts
St. Pius X Church
Ms. Barbara L. Bongiorno
Notre Dame Conference
St. Boniface Martyr Conference
Mr. Leo F. Rerek
Mr. Martin P. Lombardi
Mr. Ron Furman
Nolan Funeral Home, Inc.
Fives Smithtown Funeral  
 Home, Inc.
Rev. Lawrence B. Rafferty
Frederick J. Chapey & Sons  
 Funeral Home, Inc.
Mr. Stanley J. Mitchell
Most Rev. Robert J. Brennan
Mr. Andrew J. Turro
Mr. Ken Schurr
Hallock & Malberba, P.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Manley
Bob and Roseann Schiller
PSEG Long Island, LLC
Mr. James Albert
Sauvigne & Company, LLP
Mr. Joseph Castronovo
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Mr. Kyle Moeller
Ms. Jennifer Acerra
Mr. Joel S. Dauman
Mr. Tom Frost
Mr. Benjamin Paternoster
Mr. Joseph D. Simon
Mr. Marty Glennon
Mr. Gregg Pajak
Mr. Christopher Werner
Mr. John Duffy
People’s United Bank
Madison Avenue Abstracts, Inc.
Ms. Mary Malerba
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Gartland
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Ulbricht

$250 - $499
Mrs. Dianne Jackman
Mr. John Kevin Mulvey
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Dreher
Mr. and Mrs. James O’Connor
St. Anthony’s Conference
Mr. Brian Tighe
Mr. Eric G. Waxman
Ms. Carole Stuchbury
St. Joseph Conference
Ms. Anastasia M. Weilandt
Mr. James P. Ward
Mrs. Rosemary Schweitzer
Columbian Home Association
Mr. Kevin J. Kenny
Mr. Kenneth Disibio
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Gunther
Mr. Richard Hartmann
Mr. and Mrs. Werner Zumbrunn
Mr. Jed Raynor
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fisenne
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Rinn
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mullan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mullen

St. James Church
Mr. Thomas Farrell
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Cappello
Mr. Thomas M. Egan
Ms. Loretta M. Dunn
Ms. Patricia Sochor
Mr. Douglas Horn
Ms. Regina Hackleman
Mr. Edwin J. Holmes
Mrs. Dorothy A. Furlong
Ladies Ancient Order of  
 Hibernians
Mr. Michael Guarino
Mr. Brian Tighe
Mr. Richard Smith
Mr. Terrence Clark
Mr. Brian Nelsen
Mr. Michael Quigley
Mr. Paul Walsh
Mr. Christopher Comando
Malverne Rotary Club
Malverne Chamber of  
 Commerce

Special Events
Major Sponsors

ACT – 
Affecting Change Together

Albrecht, Viggiano, Zureck & Co., PC
Bethpage Federal Credit Union

BNB Bank
DeMarco & Nesi LLC

Educational Bus Company
Four Tier Financial Group

Mutual of America
Sandler O’Neill & Partners

Steel Equities

Mr. Anthony Tabone
Mr. and Mrs. Martin G. Tall
Mr. and Mrs. John Kevin Mulvey
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bartholomew
Mr. Kevin J. Kenny
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Meekins
Mr. Michael Minutaglio
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Jansen
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Koehler

Mr. William “Billy” Fowler
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Marrin
Mr. and Mrs. Paul McSloy
Mr. Thomas McCoy
Mr. and Mrs. Brenda Mohlin
Mr. Anthony Gervasi
Ms. Margaret M. Healy
Anonymous

The following individuals have made a commitment to
give a scheduled amount to the Society monthly.
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249 Broadway
Bethpage, New York 11714

516.822.3132 • Fax: 516.822.2728
svdpli.org

Most Rev. Bishop John O. Barres, Honorary President
Robert Meekins, President
Al Messina, Vice President
Michele Walters, Treasurer
Dr. John Franco, Secretary

Rev. Msgr. Gerard Ringenback, Spiritual Advisor
Thomas Abbate, CEO & Executive Director

John Barnett
Jennifer Bello
Sonia Burgos

Averell Campbell
Robert Ellis
Gus Gelardi

William Jennings
David Lynch

James O’Connor
Richard Russell

Jennifer Tuschong

Board of Directors

Executive 
Robert Meekins, Chairman
Thomas Abbate
John Barnett
Jennifer Bello
Sonia Burgos
Averell Campbell
Dr. John Franco
Gus Gelardi
Al Messina
Rev. Msgr. Gerard Ringenback
Michele Walters

Finance/Audit
James O’Connor, Chairman
Thomas Abbate
Robert Ellis
Gus Gelardi
Barry Giaquinto 
Robert Meekins
Douglas Pi
Michele Walters

Governance
Richard Russell, Chairman
Thomas Abbate
Jennifer Bello
Barry Giaquinto
Robert Meekins

Board Committees

Society of St. Vincent de Paul of Long Island
in the Diocese of Rockville Centre

Thomas Abbate, Chief Executive Officer & Executive Director
Barry Giaquinto, Chief Financial Officer

Joseph Lazarich, Director of Store Operations
Joanne Courtien, Director of Development

Terri Zenobio, Director of Vincentian Services
Paula Migliore, Director of Transitional Housing and 

   Vincentian Services Advisor 
Karen Werner, Director of Human Resources

Leadership Staff
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